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Executive summary

After years of struggle against Striga – the number one culprit of low harvests in maize in Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) – CIMMYT, BASF and AATF together with other partners initiated the
search for a more long-lasting solution to this problem. The efforts bore fruit and culminated
into the launch of the STRIGAWAY® technology in Kisumu, Kenya in July 2005 as reported
herein.

The event officially announced the release, performance and availability of the new technolo-
gy and plans for Africa-wide deployment in Striga infested countries. This report captures a
summary of processes leading to the development, potential and role of the STRIGAWAY®
technology in alleviating poverty and increasing food security in SSA. It also provides a
description of the significance of Striga as a constraint to maize production based on the field
visits to heavily infested sites in western Kenya. The report further elucidates institutional part-
nerships for fostering deployment of STRIGAWAY® technology in SSA. Finally, it summaris-
es country specific requirements solicited from participants for introduction, variety testing
and release of STRIGAWAY® maize in various countries of SSA.
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1 Background

1.1 Striga in Africa

Striga is a parasitic weed whose germination is enabled by germination stimulants produced
by crops such as maize, rice, sorghum, millet and Napier spp. The roots of Striga attach to the
host plant and withdraw water and nutrients. A single Striga plant is able to produce between
50,000 and 200,000 dust-like seeds which can remain dormant in the soil for 20 years until
stimulated by a host, trap or catch crop. 

From as early as 1936, Striga was described as a serious problem in western Kenya as well
as in numerous other Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) countries. From 1940 onwards researchers
started work on Striga control, increasing their efforts to control the weed in the last 20
years. Nevertheless Striga distribution and intensity continues to increase drastically due
to various factors that include high population growth, intensification of traditional crop-
ping systems, reduction of fallow periods and the increasing need for major staple food
crop cultivation.

Today, about 20 million hectares of maize are affected by Striga in Sub-Saharan Africa where
yield losses range between 30% and 100%. The loss, estimated at 1 billion USD, affects 100
million people. Through the years, research has developed several methods for the control of
Striga in maize. However, none of these methods have been widely adopted by the farmers,
due to issues such as labour and financial constraints, and the fact that their benefits accrue in
the long term. Lack of a clear understanding of the Striga life cycle among farmers, the high
cost and limited efficacy of some of the control methods, and the small size farms that make
it difficult for farmers to practice crop rotation are also some of the factors that make it neces-
sary to seek other means of controlling the weed. 

1.2 Development of STRIGAWAY® for control of Striga

CIMMYT and KARI in collaboration with the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel receiv-
ing support from the Rockefeller Foundation and BASF have developed a unique method for
the control of Striga in maize. Based on the CLEARFIELD® technology developed by BASF,
the imazapyr-resistant maize, STRIGAWAY®, combines low dose seed coating of
STRIGAWAY® (active ingredient imazapyr) applied to the IR-maize seed. 

The technology relies on herbicide resistance that was derived from a naturally occurring gene
in maize and made available to CIMMYT. Together with adapted CLEARFIELD® maize
germplasm, CIMMYT has developed the herbicide seed-coating technology and appropriate
rates for the humid mid-altitude ecology of western Kenya.

This technology virtually leaves the fields free of Striga for almost the whole crop season.
Over the years, research and testing with the technology has shown that fields that are heavi-
ly infested with Striga can increase their maize harvest by more than three-fold compared to
the checks (Table 1). 

1.3 Cost benefit

The STRIGAWAY® technology is a cost effective means of controlling Striga. At present the
price of hybrid maize in Kenya is valued at Ksh 15,000 per hectare. A farmer with a potential
3 tons/ha crop may be loosing 30% yield to Striga. With an extra cost of about Ksh 300 above
the usual cost of maize seed, the same farmer could reverse this trend and even with a 10%
loss, the benefit would be about Ksh 4,700 per hectare. It is to be noted, however, that current
statistics indicate losses in excess of 50% in farmers’ yields.
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Table 1: Maize grain yields at different rates of imazapyr herbicide

Herbicide Rate (g/ha) Yield (kg/ha)
Control (no herbicide) 0 930
Imazapyr 30 3,063

1.4 Launch of STRIGAWAY® technology

In mid-2004, CIMMYT, BASF and AATF
formed a steering committee to oversee the
deployment of STRIGAWAY® technology
in Kenya and the wider Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA). The committee enlisted the support of
three local seed companies in Kenya,
Lagrotech, Kenya Seed and Western Seed,
and WeRATE (a consortium of NGOs includ-
ing SACRED-Africa, SCODP, FORMAT)
for the deployment of this technology.
International organisations such as TSBF-
CIAT were also involved in bulking and dis-
seminating the seed for trials.

During the long rains season of 2005, on-
farm testing was carried out in 12 districts:
Bondo, Bungoma, Busia, Homa Bay,
Kisumu, Kuria, Migori, Nyando,
Rachuonyo, Siaya, Teso and Vihiga, cover-
ing a total of 50 hectares. Through contractu-

al agreement with WeRATE, farmers’ participation in the trials was quite good resulting in
about 1,300 on-farm trials. Field test kits for the trials comprised 1kg STRIGAWAY® maize
seeds, 1kg DAP and 1kg CAN fertiliser, and field test instructions. The trials carried out by
farmers included different methods currently in use to control the weed such as crop rotation
with catch crops like legumes.

The dream of the steering committee came true on 5–6 July 2005 in Kisumu, Kenya, when in
a workshop attended by over 80 representatives (Annex 1), from different Sub-Saharan coun-
tries, CIMMYT and BASF formally launched the STRIGAWAY® technology. Participants
included researchers and seed companies who discussed plans for the introduction of the tech-
nology to other parts of the continent.
The technology is expected to be
launched in Tanzania and Uganda in
2007. 

The launch was presided over by Dr.
Romano Kiome, the Director of KARI,
Dr. Peter Matlon of the Rockefeller
Foundation, Dr. Marianne Banziger of
CIMMYT, Dr. Peter van den Hoek of
BASF, Dr. Mpoko Bokanga of AATF
and Dr. Jonathan Gressel of the
Weizmann Institute. To mark the occa-
sion, Dr. Kiome planted a tree at the
KARI research centre in Kibos, Kisumu.
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1.4.1 Objectives of the workshop and launch 

The overall objective of the launch was to officially announce the release, performance and
availability of the new STRIGAWAY® technology and to initiate plans for Africa-wide
deployment in Striga-infested countries.

Specifically the workshop was organised to:

1. appreciate the seriousness of Striga as a parasitic weed in farmers’ fields 
2. elaborate the development, potential and role of the STRIGAWAY® maize

technology in food security in Africa
3. elucidate institutional partnerships for fostering deployment of IR-maize technology

in Sub-Saharan Africa
40. assess specific requirements for introduction, testing and deployment of IR-maize in

target countries of Sub-Saharan Africa.

1.4.2 Design of the workshop

The two-day workshop consisted of key plenary presentations on the first day to provide back-
ground information. The presentations traced the technology’s development, efficacy, on farm-
trial results, deployment and partnerships. It also provided an overview of the Striga
infestation in the continent, the suggested way forward and expected results. PowerPoint
presentations are included in Annexes 1–6.

There were also field visits to on-farm trials and a tour of the KARI research centre at Kibos,
Kisumu. The visits provided participants with an opportunity to witness the technology’s per-
formance and to hold discussions with farmers on their view of this new Striga control method. 

The media was invited to the launch and field visits and were encouraged to seek clarification
on any issues relating to the technology during a media conference on the first day. This pro-
vided the event and the technology launch with good local media coverage in both electronic
and press media.
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The second day consisted of the morning break-out sessions and afternoon plenary discus-
sions. Participants were assigned five country specific working groups (see Annex 3), which
discussed particular details relating to country specific roll-out plans and identified activities
and resources required. The groups synthesised the discussions and reported to the plenary
session in the afternoon where their recommendations were fully discussed.

The plenary discussions, break-out sessions, visits to farmers’ fields and the KARI laboratory
at Kibos provided participants and invited guests with useful information on the technology
and its potential. Visits to the on-station fields provided participants with an opportunity to wit-
ness the technology’s performance and to hold discussions with farmers on their view of this
new Striga control method.
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2 Issues discussed by the participants

2.1 The STRIGAWAY® maize technology: Its development, promise and role
in food security

Speakers: Drs Fred Kanampiu and Peter Matlon

The STRIGAWAY® seed-coat technology combines herbicide resistance in maize varieties
with low-dose application of a systemic herbicide – 30g imazapyr (STRIGAWAY®) per
hectare, which is 20 times lower than ‘normal’ rates – for the control of Striga. This twin tech-
nology uses: 

1. STRIGAWAY® maize: a natural, non-GMO, imidazolinone herbicide-resistant
maize genotype 

2. STRIGAWAY® herbicide: a systemic imidazolinone herbicide that kills any Striga
weeds that attach to the maize plants carrying the herbicide. 

The technology depletes the Striga seed bank by causing suicidal germination of the Striga
seeds and the direct action of the herbicide on Striga seeds. The technology performs better in
heavily infested Striga fields. 

The STRIGAWAY® maize is compatible with farmers’ cropping systems, fitting easily in an
intercrop system. Sensitive crops can be safely sown as close as 15cm from treated maize,
allowing the technology to be used in traditional smallholders’ intercropping systems. The
benefits of STRIGAWAY® technology include its effectiveness on Striga control, increased
maize yields, depleted Striga seed bank in the soil and the potential to contain the Striga prob-
lem. The technology is also available to the farmers at affordable prices.

Dr. Kanampiu reported that CIMMYT IR-germplasm is sufficient to cover all Striga areas in
Africa. New varieties include 60 late maturing OPVs for medium areas, 22 early maturing
OPVs for medium areas, 10 OPVs for lowlands and 30 new inbreds.To achieve top yields,
CIMMYT has bred herbicide resistance trait into elite material, maize streak virus resistance,
Turcicum resistance, drought tolerance and low-N tolerance. 

Recent developments include two new hybrids and 13 OPVs in NPT 2005, four hybrids nom-
inated for full-release, one hybrid being produced by three seed companies, and wide-scale
demos by the WeRATE consortium of NGOs and seed companies.

Future progress of the technology will require backstopping in testing, evaluation and produc-
tion; fine-tuning to address any limitations; germplasm development for other AEZs in SSA;
and cross-border activities and stewardship.

The Rockefeller Foundation has supported the IR-maize project for nine years since 1997. It
was a very high-risk investment, unique in its approach and with enormous complexities.
Rockefeller’s decision to support it was based on the fact that it offered promise to the Striga
problem and larger food security picture. 

Kenya alone currently loses an equivalent of US$90 million per annum to Striga. In Africa, it
is estimated that the loss is at US$1 billion. The results that have been reported and witnessed
in farmers’ fields are phenomenal.

Thus the expected impact of this technology on the continent’s food security and economy is
very promising. As Kenya nears commercialisation, the next step is to move the technology to
other parts of Africa. 
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The STRIGAWAY® maize project is one of the best examples of a partnership arrangement
that has brought together different players for a mutual good. The project has the technology
inventors, developers, donors, seed producers and disseminators working together to help the
smallholder farmer. 

2.2 Partnerships for fostering deployment of STRIGAWAY® maize
technology in Sub-Saharan Africa

Speakers: Drs Mpoko Bokanga and Peter van den Hoek

The AATF is registered as a charity by the Charity Commission of England and Wales and its
mandate is to facilitate access to and delivery of IP-linked agricultural technologies address-
ing smallholder farmers’ constraints in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is a knowledge-based African
institution led and managed by Africans focusing exclusively on African priorities.

The Foundation’s objectives are to create effective mechanisms to negotiate the access and
transfer of proprietary and other technologies held by the public and private sectors from any-
where in the world to Africa and to create appropriate partnerships to manage the deployment
of these technologies until they are within reach of smallholder farmers. Partnerships are an
important means of advancing development initiatives although they are complex and require
commitment.

In order to meaningfully serve the smallholder resource-poor African farmer, technology trans-
fer involves a chain of activities involving various players. It includes negotiations with IP
holders, technology adaptation and testing, technology commercialisation, technology dissem-
ination, agreements, licensing and sublicensing, regulatory compliance, stewardship, public
perception and awareness, market development and access and policy environment. To sup-
port technology transfer, AATF concentrates its activities in the areas of liability protection,
negotiations with IP holders, agreements, licensing and sublicensing, regulatory compliance
and stewardship.

At its launch, the Foundation identified ten problem areas for its intervention that include
Striga control in maize, cowpea productivity improvement, bananas and plantain produc-
tivity, nutritional quality enhancement in cereals (maize, rice and sorghum), insect resist-
ance in maize, drought tolerance in cereals, mycotoxins in food grains, cassava
productivity improvement, control of locusts and grasshoppers with bio-pesticides and
building stronger seed systems in Africa. However, currently the control of locusts and
grasshoppers, and seed systems are not in the list of priority problems. The development of
the projects is governed by the Foundation’s Project Cycle Ladder that is made up of 14
steps divided into three distinct phases – business plan preparation, product development
and product deployment.

Under the AATF Striga Management Project, NGOs, farmer associations, research institu-
tions and the private sector are working together to confine, reduce and hopefully eradicate
the scourge of parasitic Striga by integrating IR-maize into farmers’ practice. Through this
public/private partnership arrangement to bring STRIGAWAY® maize technology to
smallholder farmers, over 1,400 farmers participated in on-farm trials of the technology in
12 districts in Western and Nyanza provinces of Kenya. BASF’s involvement in the Striga
control programme is through its acquisition of Cyanamid. It provided input into
commercialising the concept. The company is committed and eager to continue providing
support for the commercialisation and the Africa-wide roll-out. Dr. Peter van den Hoek
indicated that BASF is happy to make a contribution to Africa’s food security and poverty 
alleviation effort.
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2.3 Perspectives of the way forward

Speaker: Dr. Marianne Banziger

The goal of the Striga control project is to make adapted STRIGAWAY® maize varieties avail-
able in all SSA countries where Striga is a major problem and to implement strategies that
deploy STRIGAWAY® maize in a sustainable manner.

Some challenges in extending the technology to other parts of SSA include: 

• rapid variety release in SSA countries affected by Striga
• scaling up seed production
• reaching Striga-affected farmers
• sustaining the effectiveness of the technology

Various collaborators have been testing STRIGAWAY® maize varieties in their countries dur-
ing 2004/05. Through effective collaboration, STRIGAWAY® maize could become available
in affected countries within 2–3 years. 

1. Rapid variety release in SSA countries affected by Striga

There will be need to plan how to achieve variety release in the shortest time possible
and to identify what varieties to achieve and who will conduct the trials. There will also
be a need to ensure that measures are taken to register the herbicide at the same time. To
ensure the right varieties are available, CIMMYT has converted many of its best
germplasm to STRIGAWAY®.

2. Scaling up seed production

Unlike other maize varieties, STRIGAWAY® maize consists of a package of technolo-
gies – the maize variety and the seed coating with the herbicide and slow-release formu-
lation. Seed producers need to adhere to standards for quality assurance and resistance
monitoring. The question of who will produce treated seed of STRIGAWAY® maize
varieties in the country that requires the technology is necessary.

3. Reaching Striga-affected farmers

It is likely that STRIGAWAY® maize will open new seed markets. CIMMYT will assist
in defining commercially viable markets and those where other distribution mechanisms
may need to be employed for reaching Striga-affected farmers. This would benefit the
most from the involvement and participation of staff from NARS, NGOs and the private
seed sector. 

4. Sustaining the effectiveness of the technology 

It will be important to ensure quality assurance of the seed treatment and the prevention
of build-up of resistance. Training in quality assurance and resistance monitoring to gen-
erate wide awareness of suitable methods in the public and private sector, and increas-
ing the awareness of integrated Striga management strategies is necessary. 

The success of the Striga control initiative will depend on partnerships that harness comple-
mentary skills and strengths between NARS, NGOs and the private sector, which will accom-
modate the need for understanding of various viewpoints. The entrepreneurial approach of the
private sector would make the delivery of the technology sustainable while the public and
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NGO sector would add to the private sector’s efforts to ensure that the technology reaches the
poor. The public sector and IP holders would ensure the responsible and sustainable deploy-
ment of the technology.

2.4 Stewardship programs

Speaker: Dr. Chandler Mazour

BASF values the opportunity to work with CIMMYT, AATF and local seed companies to
deliver a valuable technology to the African smallholder maize grower.

The objective of stewardship is to ensure the ability of African CLEARFIELD® maize grow-
er to control Striga in their maize fields. Farmer stewardship and education will ensure safe
farmer handling of STRIGAWAY® maize seed and protect the long-term ability of the small-
holder resource-poor farmer to control Striga in their maize fields.

Stewardship will involve four key areas:

• STRIGAWAY® hybrid qualification
• STRIGAWAY® trait purity testing
• STRIGAWAY® treating methods and training
• post seed treatment quality testing

BASF will ensure methods are in place to deliver a high quality product to the farmer. Farmer
stewardship and education will be structured to ensure the safe and proper handling of
STRIGAWAY® maize by smallholder African farmers. 

It will also support resistance management. Educational material will be distributed during
farmer stewardship training sessions. 

2.5 Specific concerns and status of regulatory requirements in countries
targeted for IR-maize deployment

After the launch in Kenya, it is anticipated that STRIGAWAY® maize will be released for
planting by farmers in the Striga-infested areas of western Kenya during the long rains season
of 2006 while plans for cross-border expansion of this variety in other Striga-infested coun-
tries of Sub-Saharan Africa get underway. Thus, the launching of STRIGAWAY® maize was
used as a forum for planning the much anticipated cross-border deployment of this new maize
variety. Regulatory requirements that will have to be met in the countries include modalities
for herbicide registration, maize germplasm introduction, variety testing, release and post
release stewardship requirements. 

Registration of STRIGAWAY® (imazapyr) herbicide

STRIGAWAY® technology is deployed as a twin technology combining coating of
STRIGAWAY® maize seed with STRIGAWAY® herbicide. The herbicide was evaluated and
approved for registration in Kenya by the Pest Products Control Board. To obtain approval for
pesticide registration, an application containing detailed information on description of the
product, composition and formulation of the product as well as toxicological details (see
Annex I), are submitted to regulatory authorities for review. BASF, the manufacturer of imaza-
pyr and partner in the Striga control project will take responsibility for applying for registra-
tion in all target countries. So far, registration of STRIGAWAY® has been secured in Kenya.
An application for registration has been done in Ethiopia, Uganda and Tanzania.
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Variety testing, registration and release

A summarised account of specific country work plans for maize variety testing in target coun-
tries is included in section 10 of this report. Clearly, the period taken during variety testing
varies from country to country and typically ranges from 1–3 years/seasons. The main ques-
tion to answer is: “What needs to be done, if CLEARFIELD® (IR-maize) is to be available to
Striga-affected farmers in the specific country within the shortest time possible. Other issues
that must be addressed by the stakeholders include:

i. identification of varieties with potential adaptation to each country
ii. evaluation of promising varieties in trials that provide data for release
iii. meeting other variety release requirements, for example distinctiveness, uniformity

and stability (DUS)
iv. assigning successful varieties to seed producers
v. conducting efficacy trials
vi. herbicide registration
vii. scaling up seed production
viii. baseline study and market analysis
ix. ensuring farmers’ access to IR-maize seed
x. quality assurance and resistance monitoring.

9



3. Institutional roles

Broadly institutional roles are as follow.

AATF
• Sublicensing of the germplasm to seed producers.
• Subcontracting/licensing entities for technology dissemination.
• Ensuring stewardship of the technology at farmer and retailer level.
• Facilitate registration of STRIGAWAY® maize varieties.
• Deal with intellectual property rights and regulatory issues.
• Assist in selection of seed companies.
• Conduct baseline study and market analysis for development of market.
• Demonstration trials on-farm.
• Development of communication plan and information dissemination.

BASF
• Herbicide registration.
• Sale, distribution and commercialisation of product.
• Train seed companies in seed treatment.
• Sign trademark agreement with seed companies.
• Provide guidelines for selection of seed companies.
• Commercialising the technology, including communication materials and publicity.
• Technical development, backstopping and stewardship, including seed coating,

slow-release, quality assurances, resistance monitoring and provision of
information.

• Training of seed companies and farmers.
• Monitoring of herbicide application and quality control with the local agents, distrib-

utors and regulatory bodies.
CIMMYT
• The provision of seed for variety trials and initiating breeder seed production.
• Technical backstopping and trouble shooting: variety trials, seed production, market

analysis, resistance monitoring and provision of information.
• Financial support to high priority in-country activities.
• Supply testing kits.
• Supply genetic material, that is germplasms with the desired characteristics.
• Provide protocols for demonstration plots.
• Economics of Striga problem.
• Undertake impact assessment. 
• Technology development – slow release, new genes conferring improved

performance traits, possibly with resistance to other herbicides.
• Select seed companies.
• Quality assurance and resistance monitoring in conjunction with BASF.

NARs
• Variety evaluation and registration.
• Variety release requirements, for example distinctiveness, uniformity and stability

(DUS).
• Conducting efficacy trials.
• Contract with seed companies.

10



Seed companies
• Variety evaluation and registration.
• Variety release requirements, for example distinctiveness, uniformity and stability

(DUS).
• Maintenance of parental breeding materials.
• Foundation and certified seed production.
• Distribution of seed via stockist.
• Conducting efficacy trials.
• Seed coating and quality control.
• Organising demonstrations and field days.
• Undertake education of farmers.
• Quality assurance.

11



4 Prioritising the countries

Countries will be divided into two groups: Tier-1 and Tier-2. Tier-1 will be the first group to
start registering the varieties and herbicide followed by Tier-2. 

Tier-1 countries

1. Kenya
2. Ethiopia
3. Tanzania
4. Uganda
5. Malawi

Tier-2 countries

1. Zambia
2. Nigeria
3. Zimbabwe
4. Mozambique
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5. Country specific work plans

5.1 Tier-1 countries

5.1.1 Kenya

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize in Kenya

Resource persons

Marianne Banziger CIMMYT
Alpha Diallo CIMMYT
Fred Kanampiu CIMMYT
Mpoko Bokanga AATF
Gospel Omanya AATF
Saleem Esmail Western Seed Company

Certified seed production

CIMMYT in collaboration with Western Seed Company plans to produce 120–150 tons of Ua
Kayongo for planting during the 2006 long rains season. In this regard, CIMMYT has pro-
duced 0.6 tons of the single cross parent and 2.6 tons of the male parent. This seed will be
given to Western Seed Company to plant in August and certified for commercialisation in
March 2006. All the other STRIGAWAY® maize with seed companies will be passed over to
CIMMYT and sold to NGOs to be used for demonstration only.

Of the four released hybrids, one will be made available to Kenya Agricultural Research
Institute while the other three will all be given to the three seed companies. In this year NPT,
more and new hybrids and OPVs have been nominated by KARI, Freshco, Western Seed,
Lagrotech and Kenya Seed. Some of these entries will address the problem of lack of short
season germplasm.

Research areas

1. Slow-release studies will be conducted by CIMMYT and NARS in selected
countries.

2. Qualification studies will be conducted by BASF and NARS in selected countries.
3. Seed storage studies will be conducted by CIMMYT. These studies need to be

carried out with seed packed in both paper and polythene used by stockists to
determine effect of storage duration and conditions on germination.

4. Baseline study and market analysis: This needs to be done to ensure farmers’
access to IR-maize seed. These studies will determine:
• the areas where the deployment of STRIGAWAY® maize will be

commercially viable.
• which farmers may not be able to benefit from STRIGAWAY® maize

through commercial channels
• the bottlenecks and how can they can be tackled.

Studies will be conducted by AATF showing benefits to group farmers to buy inputs in bulk,
distribution of seeds along with other inputs. To achieve economies of scale, efforts will be
made to assist in the formation of cereal growers associations. Strategies for getting seeds to
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the poorest farmers and linking them with the grain market will be considered. AATF will
facilitate the private sector involvement and where possible the public sector.

Dissemination

• STRIGAWAY® maize seed coating technology should be demonstrated with other
Striga management strategies during promotions. Other management strategies
involve use of Striga tolerant varieties, push-pull, legumes intercropping/crop
rotations to improve soil fertility and reduction of Striga seed bank. However, this
will depend on acceptability of these technologies in various agro-ecological zones.

• Extension services and NGOs will be involved in promoting other Striga
management strategies.

• Field days, agricultural shows, booklets, brochures, radio programs, TV, etc will be
used to increase farmer awareness on Striga management strategies.

• Promotion messages to farmers will emphasise on the benefits and general
knowledge of the technology.

• Stockists/extension staff will be trained on STRIGAWAY® maize technology and its
stewardship.

• Explanation of the STRIGAWAY® maize technology will be in terms relevant to the
needs of the farmers and the emphasis will be on the importance of the trait rather
than if it is a GMO or not. There is need to clearly explain to farmers on GMOs and
food safety.

• Seed companies will be made aware that there might be investment costs by them to
build separate treatment plants, distribute the seeds, educate the farmers, etc. In
special cases funding of equipment might be necessary.

Major points to farmers

– Awareness and general knowledge around Striga, keying in on the biology
of the Striga plant, that is amount of seeds left on the farm per season, the
need to uproot the Striga plants and information on the seasonality –
maturities of different STRIGAWAY® maize germplasm.

– There is need to inform the farmers on the reason for washing hands while
handling the seeds and the safety of consuming STRIGAWAY® maize
grain in addition to provision of information on handling of pesticides.

– Farmers should be made aware of integrated Striga management
strategies.

– Explanation should be given to farmers on the yellow flush in young
plants. Yellow flush is an indication that the maize is protected and it
happens because of the chemical used in the coating and disappears after
a few days.
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5.1.2 Uganda

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize in Uganda

Resource persons
Alpha Diallo CIMMYT
Fred Kanampiu CIMMYT
George Bigirwa NARO
William Nyakoojo Victoria Seeds
Emmanuel Mubangizi FICA Seeds
Justus Imanywoha FICA Seeds
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Year 1
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials
2005B season
• National performance trials season 1 (conducted in 5 sites for 3 seasons): Hybrids

and OPVs tested during previous years in Uganda and across other sites by
NARO

• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARO and CIMMYT
• Breeder does the characterisation
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties 

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006–2007A seasons
• National performance trials season 2 (conducted in 5 sites for 3 seasons):

Hybrids and OPVs tested for the last 2 years in Uganda and across other sites by
NARO

• DUS requirements – done in 3 locations by National Seed Certification Services 
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARO
• On-farm trials by NARO, FICA, NASECO, Victoria Seeds and Harvest Farm

Uganda
• Technical backstopping by CIMMYT
• Funding by CIMMYT. However, seed companies will fund their demos.

Year 3
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition
– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship

2007B season
• National performance trials season 3 (conducted in 5 sites for 3 seasons):

Hybrids and OPVs tested for the last 2 years in Uganda and across other sites
• Varieties released by NARO, seed companies and NSCS
• Seed production by FICA, NASECO, Victoria Seeds and Harvest Farm Uganda
• Promotion materials by NARO, Ministry of Agriculture, NGOs, BASF, AATF

and CIMMYT
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• On-farm demonstrations by NARO, FICA, NASECO, Victoria Seeds, Harvest
Farm Uganda, Ministry of Agriculture, NGOs, BASF, AATF and CIMMYT

• Training on seed coating and stewardship by BASF, AATF, CIMMYT and NARO
• Technical backstopping by CIMMYT and BASF

Year 4
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2008B
• Seed production by seed companies
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by Ministry of Agriculture, FICA, NASECO,

Victoria Seeds, Harvest Farm Uganda, NGOs and NARO
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by CIMMYT and BASF



5.1.3 Tanzania

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Tanzania 

Resource persons
Alpha Diallo CIMMYT
Fred Kanampiu CIMMYT
Ignath Rwiza Ministry of Agriculture (Research) – ARI-Ukiriguru
Mahenya Muya SATEC
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Year 1
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials
2005
• National performance trials on-station by Ministry of Agriculture–Research:

Hybrids and OPVs tested during previous years in Tanzania and across other
sites

• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by Ministry of Agriculture–Research
and CIMMYT

• Technical backstopping by CIMMYT
• Funding by CIMMYT

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• National performance trials on-station by Ministry of Agriculture–Research:

Hybrids and OPVs tested during previous years in Tanzania and across other
sites

• Multi-location on-farm testing by Ministry of Agriculture–Research, Care, World
Vision, Kimkumaka and farmers

• DUS requirements – TPRI
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos.

Year 3
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition
– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship

2007
• Multi-location on-farm testing by Ministry of Agriculture–Research, Care, World

Vision, Kimkumaka and farmers 
• DUS requirements by TPRI
• Variety release by Ministry of Agriculture, SATEC, Kenya based seed companies

and TOSCA
• Seed production by SATEC, SUBA-Agro, Kenya Seed and Western Seed
• Promotion materials by Ministry of Agriculture, Care, World Vision,

Kimkumaka, BASF, AATF and CIMMYT
• On-farm demonstrations by Ministry of Agriculture, SATEC, SUBA-Agro,
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Kenya Seed, Western Seed, Care, World Vision, Kimkumaka, BASF, AATF and
CIMMYT

• Training on seed coating and stewardship by BASF, AATF, CIMMYT and
Ministry of Agriculture

• Technical backstopping by CIMMYT and BASF

Year 4
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2008
• Seed production by SATEC, SUBA-Agro, Kenya Seed and Western Seed
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by Ministry of Agriculture, Care, World

Vision and Kimkumaka
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by CIMMYT and BASF



5.1.4 Malawi

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Malawi 

Resource persons
John MacRobert CIMMYT
Rosan Ganuga Ministry of Agriculture/Chitedze
Amos Ngwira Ministry of Agriculture/Chitedze
Patrick Khonje Ministry of Agriculture/Chitedze
Vernon Kabambe Bunda College of Agriculture
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Year 1
Activities: –  National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials
2005
• Testing in 12 or more locations based on hybrids and OPVs tested in previous

seasons in Malawi and across other sites by Ministry of Agriculture
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Start registration procedures, that is intermediate testing
• Funding by CIMMYT

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• Testing in 12 or more locations based on hybrids and OPVs tested in previous

seasons in Malawi and across other sites by Ministry of Agriculture
• DUS declared by breeder
• Variety released by Ministry of Agriculture
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 3
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
2007
• Testing in 12 or more locations based on hybrids and OPVs tested in previous

seasons in Malawi and across other sites by Ministry of Agriculture
• DUS declared by breeder
• Train and equip seed companies in seed production and treatment
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Variety released by Ministry of Agriculture
• Technical backstopping by CIMMYT and BASF

Year 4
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition
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– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2008
• Seed production by Pannar and Monsanto
• Promotion materials by Ministry of Agriculture, Care, World Vision,

Kimkumaka, BASF, AATF and CIMMYT
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by Ministry of Agriculture, World Vision,

Concern Universal, Care, NASFAM, ASMAG and Sasakawa
• Training on seed coating and product stewardship by BASF, AATF, CIMMYT

and Ministry of Agriculture
• Technical backstopping



5.1.5 Ethiopia

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Ethiopia 

Resource persons
Dennis Friesen CIMMYT
Feleke Gezahegn Ethiopian Seed Enterprise
Dawit Mitiku Ethiopian Agricultural Research Organisation
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Year 1
Activities: – Preliminary testing and identification of varieties to enter national

performance trials
– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials

2005
• Testing & identification – Ecological trials (NPT) – 5–6 locations for 3 years by

EARO 
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• Testing and identification – Ecological trials (NPT) – 5–6 locations for 3 years by

EARO 
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 3
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition
– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship

2007
• Testing and identification – Ecological trials (NPT) – 5–6 locations for 3 years by

EARO 
• Variety evaluation trial (1 year) by variety release committee
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by CIMMYT
• Promotion material development by Ministry of Agriculture, SG 2000, CPAR,

CISP, BASF, AATF and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping

Year 4
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies
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2008
• Seed production by ESE
• Variety released by Ministry of Agriculture
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by Ministry of Agriculture, SG 2000, CPAR

and CISP
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by CIMMYT and BASF 
• Training on seed coating and stewardship by BASF, AATF, CIMMYT and EARO



5.2 Tier-2 countries

5.2.1 Zambia

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Zambia

Resource persons
John MacRobert CIMMYT
Mwansa Kabamba Ministry of Agriculture/Golden Valley
B. M. Verma Zambia Seed Company
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Year 1
Activities: – Preliminary testing and identification of varieties to enter national

performance trials
– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials

2005
• Baseline survey to determine extent and areas of Striga
• Preliminary adaptation trials with stakeholders by SCCI
• Training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• IR-maize preliminary adaptation trials with stakeholders by SCCI
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• DUS by SCCI
• Technical backstopping

Year 3
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition
– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship

2007
• DUS by SCCI
• Variety released
• Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping

Year 4
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition



24

2008
• Breeders and pre-basic/foundation seed production by CIMMYT, Zamseed, Seed

Co and Pannar
• On-farm trials by PAM, World Vision, ASP, Field Services, Zamseed, Seed Co

and Pannar
• Promotion materials development by Ministry of Agriculture, NGOs, BASF,

AATF and CIMMYT
• Market definition
• Technical backstopping

Year 5
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2009
• Seed production by Zamseed, Seed Co and Pannar
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by BASF, seed companies and

CIMMYT



5.2.2 Zimbabwe

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Zimbabwe 

Resource persons
John MacRobert CIMMYT
Rosalia Madamba AREX
John Makoni Agpy Seeds
Paul G. Rupende SeedCo Head Office

25

Year 1
Activities: – Preliminary testing and identification of varieties to enter national

performance trials
– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials

2005
• Baseline survey to determine extent and areas of Striga
• Preliminary adaptation trials with stakeholders AREX and seed companies [12

trials requested]
• Training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• National performance trials with stakeholders AREX and seed companies [5

locations for 2 years]
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping

Year 3
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

–Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
2007
• National performance trials with stakeholders, AREX and seed companies [5

locations for 2 years]
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
• DUS
• Begin breeders’ seed production

Year 4
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition

2008
• DUS
• Variety release
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• Breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production
• Backstopping of seed production and treatment
• Promotion material development by AREX, seed companies, BASF, AATF and

CIMMYT
• On-farm demonstrations by AREX, Care, World Vision, ZFU, ZCFU and seed

companies
Year 5

Activities: – Seed production
– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2009
• Seed production by seed companies
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by AREX, Care, World Vision, ZFU, ZCFU

and seed companies
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by BASF, seed companies and

CIMMYT



5.2.3 Mozambique

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize –
Mozambique 

Resource persons
John MacRobert CIMMYT
Pedro Silvestre Chaúque IIAM
J. Jose Carlos SEMOC Seed Co.
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Year 1
Activities: – Preliminary testing and identification of varieties to enter national

performance trials
– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials

2005
• Baseline survey to determine extent and areas of Striga
• Preliminary adaptation trials with stakeholders [5 trials requested] by IIAM and

SEMOC Seed Co.
• Training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• National performance trials with stakeholders IIAM and SEMOC Seed Co. [10

agro-ecological zones for 2–3 years]
• Conducting and training on efficacy trials by NARS and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping

Year 3
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

–Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
2007
• National performance trials with stakeholders IIAM and SEMOC Seed Co. [10

agro-ecological zones for 2–3 years]
• DUS by seed unit
• Variety released
• Begin breeders’ seed production
• Technical backstopping

Year 4
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition

2008
• Breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production
• Backstopping of seed production and treatment
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• Promotion material development by IIAM, World Vision, Care, FHI, SEMOC,
BASF, AATF and CIMMYT

• On-farm demonstrations by AREX, Care, World Vision, ZFU, ZCFU and seed
companies

• Technical backstopping

Year 5
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2009
• Seed production by seed companies
• Wide-scale on-farm demonstration by World Vision, Care, FHI and SEMOC
• Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies by BASF, seed companies and

CIMMYT



5.2.4 Western Africa

Work plan for variety testing, release and commercialisation of IR-maize – Western
Africa

Resource persons
Badu-Apraku Nigeria IITA
Ubale S. Abdullahi Nigeria Ahmadu Bello Univ. Zaria
Louise Akanvou Ivory Coast CNRA
Mashark Abdulai Ghana SARI

Comments
• WECAMAN to be approached for support to release IR-maize varieties in

western Africa.
• There are weak seed systems in western African countries.
• Most maize seed marketed is OPV and farmers recycle seed. However, there is onset

of hybrids use and this could reverse this trend.

General steps for variety registration

Ghana
Four steps involved

1. *On-station evaluation: one location for one year.
2. *Multi-location testing: four locations for two years.
3. On-farm evaluation, farmer managed – 20 farmers around multi-site testing

locations for one year.
4. Varietal release inspection, like DUS done on station and could be done as the last

year of multi-location testing.
Note: A minimum of three years for testing. Steps 1 and 2 can be run simultaneously.

Ivory Coast
Three steps involved

1. On station trial: two locations for one year done by research scientists.
2. Demonstration trials: four locations in different agro-ecological zones for two years

done by scientists and NGOs, DUS conducted here, can be farmer managed.
3. Multi-location trials: conducted for one year, farmer managed, at least five sites in

different agro-ecological zones.
Note: A minimum of four years for testing. Can be fast tracked to three years by combining
steps 1 and 2.

Burkina Faso 
Three steps involved

1. On-station trial: one location for one year by research scientists.
2. Demonstration trials: three locations all different agro-ecological zones for one year.
3. Multi-location farmer managed trials: conducted in at least five locations in different

agro-ecological zones for one year. 
Note: A minimum of three years for testing.

*New legislation coming in allowing registration in one member of CILS to confer registra-
tion to other members; testing procedures should not change.
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Nigeria
Will get clarification from IITA HQ.

Benin, Togo and Cameroon
Not yet clarified. However, AATF and CIMMYT will obtain information.
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Year 1
Activities: – Preliminary testing and identification of varieties to enter national

performance trials
– Training in how to conduct efficacy trials

2005
• On-station evaluation of NARS variety
• Multi-location testing
• Technology information required from BASF and CIMMYT
• Technical backstopping
• Funding by CIMMYT. Seed companies to fund their demos

Year 2
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Backstopping of variety testing
2006
• On-station evaluation by NARS
• Multi-location testing
• Technical backstopping

Year 3
Activities: – National performance trials and efficacy trials with selected varieties

– Training in seed production, seed coating and product stewardship
2007
• On-farm trials by farmers, scientists and extension services
• Visits and evaluations by variety release committee
• Variety released
• Technical backstopping

Year 4
Activities: – Variety release, breeder and pre-basic/foundation seed production

– Backstopping of seed production and treatment
– Development of promotion material
– On-farm demonstrations and market definition

2008
• Pre-basic seed: Scientists, NARS, universities and CG
• Foundation seed

– Ghana by Ministry of Food and Agriculture
– Ivory Coast by NGOs and extension services
– Burkina Faso by Ministry of Agriculture and NGOs

• Seed production
– Ghana by Seed Growers Associations 
– Ivory Coast by NGOs and extension services
– Burkina Faso by Ministry of Agriculture and NGOs

• Promotion material by researchers, NGOs, extension services promotion and on-
farm demonstrations
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• Market definition by researchers and socio-economists
• Technical backstopping

Year 5
Activities: – Seed production

– Wide-scale on-farm demonstration
– Backstopping of resistance monitoring strategies

2009
• Seed production

– Ghana by Seed Growers Associations
– Ivory Coast by NGOs and extension services
– Burkina Faso by Ministry of Agriculture and NGOs

• Farm demonstrations by researchers, NGOs and extension services
• Resistance monitoring strategy development by researchers and BASF in

collaboration with Ministries. They will monitor for resistance to pesticides.
– Ghana by Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
– Ivory Coast by Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural Chemical 

Association
– Burkina Faso by Ministry of Agriculture



6. Variety recommendation for registration

Kenya
Two new IR-maize hybrids and 11 OPV were nominated in 2005 NPT (Table 1). 

Table 1. IR-maize hybrids and OPV nominated in NPT 2005, Kenya

East Africa
Based on results of evaluation of several three-way hybrids across 17 sites (Table 2), four
hybrids (shaded green) can be recommended to NARS and seed companies in Kenya, Uganda
and Ethiopia for their registration.
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Material Sites
tested

Number
selected Country tested

IR-3W2004A 17 5 Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan and DRC

3W-IR2004B 11 6 Kenya and Zimbabwe

IR-MAOPVL2004A 16 8 Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan and DRC

IR-MAOPVL2004B 7 9 Zimbabwe and Malawi

IR-MAOPVE2004A 22 11 Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and Sudan

IR-MAOPVE04B 8 8 Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Malawi

IR-LLOPV04 19 5 Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Sudan, DRC, Ethiopia and
Benin

Material Institution Number

3W IR-hybrids KARI
SeedCo

1
1

Late IR-OPVs KARI
KSC
WSC
Freshco

1
1
1
2

Early IR-OPVs KARI
KSC
WSC
Freshco
Lagrotech

1
1
1
1
2



Table 2. Performance of IR-three way (IR-3W04A) planted across 17 sites in Kenya,
Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan and DRC in 2004A

Based on results of evaluation of several mid-altitude late OPV (16 sites) in Kenya, Uganda,
Ethiopia, Sudan and DRC (Table 3), eight late OPVs (shaded green) can be recommended to
NARS and seed companies in these countries for their registration.

COLOR LEGEND
VERY GOOD
GOOD
AVERAGE
POOR
VERY POOR
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Variety Optimum
across
t/ha

Striga
infested
across
t/ha

Husk
cover

%

Ear
rot
%

GLS
1-5

E.
turcicum

1-5
Striga
#/sq m

CML445-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3
IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR 4.1 2.1 7 5 1.4 1.8 7

CML444-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3
IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR 3.7 2.2 3 4 1.9 2.0 5

CML390-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3
IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR 3.7 1.8 1 3 2.0 1.9 5

CKT026061 4.2 2.7 10 9 1.9 2.2 7

CKT026065 4.1 2.2 6 6 1.9 2.2 1

WH502 4.7 2.6 17 9 2.0 2.1 92

WH403 4.8 2.4 10 4 1.4 2.0 211

Local check 3.7 1.8 5 5 2.3 2.3 85

WH904 4.0 1.6 3 4 1.4 2.7 124

H513 2.3 1.7 15 8 2.1 2.3 117

Mean 3.7 1.9 7.1 6.2 1.8 2.1 39.9

LSD (0.05) 0.7 0.6 4.2 5.4 0.3 0.2 32.3

CV 25.1 25.4 69.4 71.0 25.8 18.6 94.7

Number of significant sites 5 2 4 4 4 8 4



Table 3. Performance of mid-altitude late OPV (IR-MAOPVL04A) planted across 16
sites in Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan and DRC in 2004A

Based on results of evaluation of several mid-altitude early OPV (22 sites) in Kenya, Uganda,
Ethiopia and Sudan (Table 4), 11 early OPVs can be recommended to NARS and seed com-
panies in these countries for their registration.
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Variety Optimum
across
t/ha

Striga
infested
across
t/ha

Root
lodging

%

Husk
cover

%

Ear
rot
%

GLS
1-5

E.
turcicum

1-5
Striga
#/sq m

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-125 5.5 1.9 35 8 13 2.0 2.2 5

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-144 5.6 1.9 40 9 10 2.0 1.8 4

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-131 5.3 2.0 55 7 8 2.0 2.1 3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-102 5.2 2.1 42 10 9 1.9 2.0 2

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-130 5.3 1.9 54 7 10 2.1 2.4 3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-107 5.2 1.9 45 11 14 2.1 2.2 3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-141 5.1 1.9 28 9 17 2.0 1.8 3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-140 5.1 1.9 64 7 6 1.9 2.4 5

WH502 5.3 1.7 37 20 18 2.1 2.2 75

WH403 2.9 1.9 60 18 9 1.4 2.3 40

KSTP 3.3 1.5 64 11 30 2.1 2.2 50

Mean 4.7 1.5 44.1 9.5 12.8 2.0 2.4 6.7

LSD (0.05) 0.8 9.5 0.11 5.3 7.3 0.6 0.4

CV 18.2 19.1 29.7 61.3 56.3 17.0 18.4 142.1

Number of significant sites 5 1 1 5 4 3 6 3



Table 4. Performance of mid-altitude early OPV (IR-MAOPVE04A) planted across 22
sites in Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and Sudan in 2004A

Southern Africa (Zimbabwe, Malawi and Tanzania)
Based on results of evaluation of several three-way hybrids across (11 sites) in Kenya and
Zimbabwe (Table 5); mid-altitude late OPVs (seven sites) in Malawi and Zimbabwe (Table 6);
mid-altitude early OPVs (eight sites) in Malawi, Zimbabwe, Tanzania and Kenya (Table 7); six
hybrids, nine late OPVs and eight early OPVs can be recommended to NARS and seed com-
panies in these countries for their registration.
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Variety
Striga

infested
across
t/ha

Optimum
across
t/ha

Husk
cover

%

Ear
rot
%

GLS
1-5

E.
turcicum

1-5
Striga
#/sq m

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-216 2.5 3.0 8 2 1.7 2.4 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-206 2.4 3.2 8 1 2.0 2.3 2.7

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-217 2.2 2.9 10 2 1.8 2.5 0.2

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-210 2.1 2.8 8 3 2.1 1.9 1.1

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-208 2.2 2.9 7 3 1.6 2.5 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-211 1.9 2.8 9 8 2.0 2.3 1.7

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-215 2.0 2.7 6 1 2.3 2.9 0.9

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-209 2.0 2.6 9 2 2.1 2.8 0.6

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-212 2.1 2.6 9 5 2.1 2.4 1.9

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-221 2.0 2.4 8 2 2.3 2.3 1.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-219 2.0 2.5 7 1 2.4 2.6 1.8

LOCAL CHECK : Longe-4 1.2 3.1 7 10 3.0 2.1 21.7

KSTP- LOCAL CHECK 0.9 2.5 30 3 2.8 2.0 24.8

WS202- LOCAL CHECK 1.1 2.2 12 3 2.1 3.2 13.7

Mean 1.7 2.4 11.8 3.4 2.2 2.5 3.4

LSD (0.05) 0.4 0.5 7.2 4.8 0.6 0.5 3.8

CV 28.3 21.2 81.5 93.5 19.5 16.4 139.4

Number of significant sites 7 5 8 2 2 3 7



Table 5. Performance of three-way hybrids (3W-IR04B) planted across 11 sites in
Kenya and Zimbabwe in 2004B

Table 6. Performance of mid-altitude late OPV (IR-MAOPVL04B) planted across seven
sites in Zimbabwe and Malawi in 2004B 

Variety
Optimum

across
t/ha

Random
drought
across
t/ha

Low
nitrogen
across
t/ha

Husk
cover

%

Ear
rot
%

GLS
1-5

E.
turcicum

1-5

CML444-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR 7.2 1.7 1.7 5 4 2.6 2.6

CML444-IR/CML202-IR//CML395-IR 6.7 1.5 1.2 11 7 1.2 2.4

CML445-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR 6.4 2.5 1.7 8 6 1.7 2.8

CML312-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR 6.4 1.8 1.9 10 6 1.5 2.2

CML204-IR/CML202-IR//CML395-IR 5.9 2.1 1.4 6 0 1.9 2.3

CML202/CML395//CML312-RE1 5.6 1.9 1.8 25 7 1.6 2.3

CML202-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR 5.9 1.8 1.8 9 3 2.3 2.2

WS502-STR TOLERANT HYB 6.2 1.9 1.5 20 24 2.7 2.7

LOCAL CHECK 1 6.7 1.4 2.4 17 18 1.7 2.8

LOCAL CHECK 2 4.3 2.1 1.5 19 15 1.5 3.2

Mean 5.5 1.7 1.5 12.0 7.0 2.0 2.6

LSD (0.05) 1.2 6.3 7.8 0.8 0.5

CV 23.3 56.5 92.2 25.7 9.5

Number significant sites 5 5 3 2 1
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Variety
Random
drought
across
(t/ha)

Managed
low 

nitrogen
across (t/ha)

Striga
infested
(t/ha)

Random
low

nitrogen
t/ha

Root
lodging

(%)

Husk
cover
(%)

E. 
turcicum

(1-5)
ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-133 1.7 1.6 3.5 3.5 6 4.2 2.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-102 1.6 1.6 3.0 3.7 18 4.1 2.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-141 1.7 1.9 2.9 3.3 17 4.7 2.2

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-129 1.5 2.4 2.8 3.0 7 5.2 1.9

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-126 1.7 1.6 2.6 3.5 10 6.6 2.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-128 1.5 2.1 2.8 3.0 11 6.0 2.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-103 2.0 1.5 2.8 3.0 22 2.6 2.1

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-113 1.6 1.9 3.0 2.2 44 4.9 2.7

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-139 1.1 1.3 2.7 3.3 22 12.8 2.4

Local check 0.7 3.2 2.1 3.6 44 3.1 2.4

Mean 1.6 2.0 2.5 2.2 21.4 9.1 2.4

LSD (0.05) 12.1 9.3 0.5

CV 26.7 58.5 118.5 10.8

Number of significant sites 1 1 1 3



Table 7. Performance of mid-altitude early OPV (IR-MAOPVE04B) planted across eight
sites in Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Malawi in 2004B

Western Africa
Based on results of evaluating several lowlands OPV across 19 sites in Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria,
Sudan, DRC, Ethiopia and Benin (Table 8), five OPVs can be recommended to NARS and
seed companies in these western African countries for their registration.

Variety Optimum
across
t/ha

Striga
infested
across
t/ha

Low N
across
t/ha

Stem
lodging

%

Husk
cover

%
Ear rot

%
GLS
(1-5)

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-222 2.3 1.4 3.2 20 12 4 1.4

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-212 2.4 2.2 0.7 4 22 0 1.4

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-213 2.5 1.7 1.1 11 13 3 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-214 2.5 1.3 1.6 16 17 0 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-207 1.9 2.2 1.8 6 9 6 1.3

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-220 1.8 1.8 2.4 7 10 8 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-216 2.0 2.1 1.0 12 30 0 1.0

ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-201 2.1 1.9 1.0 18 11 0 1.0

LOCAL CHECK 1 1.2 0.6 4.2 -3 8 7 1.0

LOCAL CHECK 2 0.8 1.0 2.8 16 8 1 1.0

KSTP-STRIGA TOLERANT
POP-RE1 1.0 1.3 0.0 6 6 7 1.5

WS202-STRIGA TOLERANT
HYBRID-RE2 1.4 0.2 0.0 19 14 0 1.0

Mean 2.0 1.4 1.3 9.5 16.4 3.1 1.1

LSD (0.05) 0.8 0.7 0.8 9.6 24.5 8.1 24.5

CV 17.5 22.7 28.5 47.7 99.2 175.3 17.1

Number of significant sites 1 1 1 1 2 2 1
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Table 8. Performance of late lowland OPV (IR-LLOPV04) planted across 19 sites in
Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Sudan, DRC, Ethiopia and Benin in 2004

Variety

Striga
infested
across
t/ha

Optimum
across
t/ha

Low
nitrogen
across
t/ha

Root
lodging

%

Stem
lodging

%

Husk
cover

%

Ear
rot
%

GLS
1-5

E. 
turcicum

1-5
Striga
#/sq m

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-10 2.4 2.9 2.3 11 6 7 7 1.0 3.1 1

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-3 1.8 2.9 2.2 10 9 9 4 1.0 2.4 1

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-4 2.1 2.6 2.1 12 9 11 7 1.0 2.6 0

LOCAL CHECK 2 2.3 3.4 2.2 9 6 7 9 2.0 1.7 2

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-7 2.7 2.7 2.0 13 7 10 7 1.2 3.1 1

ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-2 2.0 2.2 2.0 11 8 4 6 1.0 3.2 0

KSTP 0.0 1.8 -2.8 45 55 40 54 2.2 2.1 0

Mean 1.82 2.55 1.63 15.8 12.1 10.2 10.2 1.2 2.9 0.7

LSD (0.05) 0.82 0.68 0.30 7.1 4.7 5.2 3.8 0.4 0.4 1.7

CV

Number significant sites 1 3 7 5 5 3 4 1 4 3
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7. Available varieties for various countries

IR-3W2004A: Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia

Entry Pedigree Origin

Seed
required

(kg)

Seed
available

(kg)
12 CKT026061 KB03-0A20-5/6

13 CKT026065 (Released in Kenya) KB03-0A20-1/2

– CKT026067 (Released in Kenya)

– CKT026069 (Released in Kenya)

– CKT026071 (Released in Kenya)

11 CML445-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3 IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR KB03-0B43-11

9 CML444-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3 IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR KB03-0B43-9

8 CML390-IR(BC3)F1/CML202/BC3-2-3 IR 76-B/CML204/BC3-1-2 IR KB03-0B43-8

3W-IR2004B: Kenya and Zimbabwe
9 CML444-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR KB04-0A01-9

22 CML444-IR/CML202-IR//CML395-IR KB04-0A02-9

11 CML445-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR KB04-0A01-11

1 CML312-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR KB04-0A01-1

26 CML204-IR/CML202-IR//CML395-IR KB04-0A02-13

12 CML202-IR/CML373-IR//CML390-IR KB04-0A01-12

IR-MAOPVL04A: Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia
26 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-125 KB03-0B30-2

45 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-144 KB03-0B30-21

32 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-131 KB03-0B30-8

3 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-102 KB03-0B31-3

31 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-130 KB03-0B30-7

8 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-107 KB03-0B31-8

42 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-141 KB03-0B30-18

41 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-140 KB03-0B30-17

IR-MAOPVL04B: Zimbabwe and Malawi
34 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-133 KB03-0B30-10

3 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-102 KB03-0B31-3

42 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-141 KB03-0B30-18

30 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-129 KB03-0B30-6

27 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-126 KB03-0B30-3

29 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-128 KB03-0B30-5

4 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-103 KB03-0B31-4

14 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-113 KB03-0B31-14

40 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-139 KB03-0B30-16
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40

IR-MAOPVE04: Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda
17 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-216 KB03-0B29-5

7 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-206 KB03-0B33-1

18 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-217 KB03-0B29-6

11 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-210 KB03-0B33-5

9 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-208 KB03-0B33-3

12 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-211 KB03-0B33-6

16 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-215 KB03-0B29-4

10 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-209 KB03-0B33-4

13 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-212 KB03-0B29-1

22 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-221 KB03-0B29-10

20 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-219 KB03-0B29-8

IR-MAOPVE04B: Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Malawi
23 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-222 KB04-0A10-9

13 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-212 KB03-0B29-1

14 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-213 KB03-0B29-2

15 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-214 KB03-0B29-3

8 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-207 KB03-0B33-2

21 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-220 KB03-0B29-9

17 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-216 KB03-0B29-5

2 ECA-STRIGOFF-VE-201 KB04-0A10-2

IR-LLOPV04: Ghana, Nigeria and Benin
10 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-10 KB03-0B32-6

3 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-3 KB03-0B31-13

4 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-4 KB03-0B31-18

7 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-7 KB03-0B32-3

2 ECA-STRIGOFF-VL-2 KB03-0B31-12
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9. Launch program

IR-maize (CLEARFIELD®) launchIR-maize (CLEARFIELD®) launch

5–6 July, 20055–6 July, 2005

Imperial Hotel, Kisumu KenyaImperial Hotel, Kisumu Kenya
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DAY 1 – Monday, July 4, 2005

1800–1900 Registration Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu, CIMMYT

DAY 2 – Tuesday, July 5, 2005

0800–0900 Registration Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu, CIMMYT

Launch session

Chair: Wilfred Mwangi, CIMMYT Rapporteur: Nancy Muchiri, AATF

0900–0910 Welcome Wilfred Mwangi, CIMMYT
0910–0920 “We wouldn’t be here if I spoke

Hungarian”
Jonathan Gressel Weizmann Institute 
of Science

0920–0940 STRIGAWAY® technology for Striga
control

Fred Kanampiu, CIMMYT

0940–0950 AATF and their role in the deploy-
ment of STRIGAWAY® technology

Mpoko Bokanga, AATF

0950–1000 BASF contribution to STRIGAWAY®
technology

Peter van den Hoek, BASF Africa

1000–1010 Perspective of the way forward Marianne Banziger, CIMMYT

1010–1020 Role of STRIGAWAY® –  in food
security

Peter Matlon, Rockefeller Foundation

1020–1045 Formal launch Romano Kiome, KARI

1045–1115 Coffee/Tea Break/Displays Linda Ackel/ Ebby Irungu

Field visits
Chair: Alpha Diallo, CIMMYT Rapporteur: Gospel Omanya, AATF

1115–1315 Visit 2 farms in Nyahera area

Group 1 Alpha Diallo, CIMMYT

Group 2 Fred Kanampiu, CIMMYT

1315–1415 Packed lunch at Kibos Linda Ackel, CIMMYT

1415–1430 Welcome Washington Kouko, KARI
George Okwach, KESREF

1430–1600 Visit demonstration plots
Striga elutriation
laboratory displays

Alpha Diallo
George Odhiambo, KARI
Fred Kanampiu
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Chair: Mpoko Bokanga, AATF Rapporteur: Daisy Ouya, CIMMYT

1600–1730 Questions and Answers

1730 Depart to hotel

1900–2100 Dinner Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu

DAY 3 – Wednesday, July 6, 2005

Chair: Marianne Banziger, CIMMYT Rapporteur: Volker Sthamer, BASF

0830–0845 Stewardship programs Chandler Mazour, BASF

0845–0900 Lessons learned from the AATF
Striga management project.

Paul Woomer, FORMAT

0900–1100 Introduction: Country specific
work plans

Fred Kanampiu, CIMMYT and 
Gospel Omanya, AATF

1100–1115 Coffee/Tea break Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu

1115–1230 Working groups

1230–1400 Lunch Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu

Group presentations Facilitators

1400–1415 Ghana, Nigeria, Benin 
and Ivory Coast

Alpha Diallo, CIMMYT

1415–1430 Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, Mozambique, Malawi
and South Africa

John MacRoberts, CIMMYT

1430–1445 Uganda, Tanzania 
and Ethiopia

Stephen Mugo, CIMMYT

1445–1515 Kenya Marianne Banziger, CIMMYT/Volker
Sthamer, BASF/Mpoko Bokanga, AATF

1515–1615 Wrap-up & close Marianne Banziger, CIMMYT

1615–1645 Coffee/Tea break Linda Ackel/Ebby Irungu, CIMMYT

1645 Departure



10. Composition of work groups

Group I – Kenya: SeedCo. (Chair: Alpha Diallo)
1 Alpha Diallo Kenya CIMMYT
2 Craig Neilson Kenya Pannar
3 David Tyrell Kenya BASF
4 Francis Ndambuki Kenya Kenya Seed
5 Moses Onim Kenya Lagrotech Seed
6 Richard Boadi Kenya AATF
7 Saleem Esmail Kenya Western Seed

Group II –  Kenya: SeedCo., KARI, NGOs (Chair: Marianne Banziger)
1 Argwings Otieno Kenya BASF
2 Duncan Kirubi Kenya CIMMYT
3 Jane Ininda Kenya KARI/Muguga
4 Jennifer Chumo Kenya Kenya Seed
5 Joseph Ochieng Kenya KARI/Headquarters
6 Marianne Banziger Kenya CIMMYT
7 Mpoko Bokanga Kenya AATF
8 Musa Omare Kenya FORMAT
9 Paul Woomer Kenya SACRED

Group III –  West Africa (Chair: Jacob Hodeba Mignouna)
1 Francis Nang’ayo Kenya AATF
2 Jacob Hodeba Kenya AATF
3 Karl-volker Sthamer Ethiopia BASF
4 Louise Akanvou Ivory Coast CNRA
5 Mashark Abdulai Ghana SARI
6 Sarah Hearne Kenya IITA/BECA

GROUP IV – Southern Africa (Chair: John MacRobert)
1 Amos Ngwira Malawi MoA/Chitedze
2 B.M. Verma Zambia Zambia Seed Co.
3 Gospel Omanya Kenya AATF
4 John MacRobert Zimbabwe CIMMYT
5 John Makoni Zimbabwe Agpy Seeds
6 J. Jose Carlos Mozambique SEMOC Seed Co.
7 Mwansa Kabamba Zambia MoA/Goldern Valley
8 Patrick Khonje Malawi MoA/Chitedze
9 Paul G. Rupende Zimbabwe SeedCo Head Office
10 Pedro Silvestre Chaúque Mozambique IIAM
11 Rosalia Madamba Zimbabwe ARE
12 Simba Zengeni Zimbabwe Prime Seeds
13 Vernon Kabambe Malawi MoA/Chitedze
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GROUP V: Eastern Africa (Chair: Stephen Mugo)
1 Aberra Deressa Ethiopia EARO
2 Dawit Mitiku Ethiopia EARO – Pawe
3 Emmanuel Mubangizi Uganda FICA Seeds
4 Feleke Gezahegn Ethiopia ESE
5 George Bigirwa Uganda NARO/NAARI
6 Ignath Rwiza Tanzania ARI – Ukiguru
7 Justus Imanywoha Uganda FICA Seeds
8 Mahenya Muya Tanzania SATEC
9 Mazour Chandler USA BASF
10 Nancy Muchiri Kenya AATF
11 Stephen Mugo Kenya CIMMYT
12 William Nyakoojo Uganda Victoria Seeds
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Annex 1: We would not be here today if I spoke Hungarian
Jonathan Gressel
Department of Plant Sciences
Weizmann Institute of Science 
Rehovot, Israel
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Annex 2: IR-maize (Clearfield) technology for Striga control
Fred Kanampiu
CIMMYT
Nairobi, Kenya
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Annex 3: AATF role in the deployment of IR-maize
Mpoko Bokanga
Executive Director
African Agricultural Technology Foundation
Nairobi, Kenya
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Annex 4: BASF contribution to IR-maize (Clearfield) technology
Peter van den Hoek
BASF African
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Annex 5: Perspectives on the way forward
Marianne Bänziger
CIMMYT African Livelihoods Program
Nairobi, Kenya
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Annex 6: Lessons learned from the AATF Striga management project 
P.L.  Woomer, J. Maina, Henry Otieno and Canon Savala
We-RATE
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