
   

PRESS RELEASE 

AATF and Tanager in partnership to mainstream gender and 

nutrition into its agricultural programmes and projects 

 

The partnership will help AATF integrate strategies towards gender equality and 

nutrition integration in its operations 

 
 

Nairobi, Tuesday, 11 August 2020:  Today, the African Agricultural Technology 

Foundation (AATF) and Tanager announced a two-year partnership agreement (2020 – 

2022) aimed at integrating nutrition and mainstreaming gender into the Foundation’s 

Nutrition, Food Quality and Post-Harvest Management Impact Area. AATF aims at 

reaching 16 million smallholder farmers by 2022 through its activities and those of its 

partners. 

 



   
Tanager, through the Impacting Gender and Nutrition through Innovative Technical 

Exchange for Agriculture (IGNITE) mechanism, will work with AATF to integrate 

strategies that equip the Foundation to work towards gender equality and nutrition 

integration in its operations. The strategies will not only increase and sustain women’s 

empowerment in agriculture but also address factors that have contributed to gender 

inequalities in the agriculture sector.  

 

Through the partnership, Tanager will work with AATF to develop and adopt 

approaches that increase access to safe, affordable, nutritious foods in the communities 

where AATF works to influence the consumers’ behavior change.  

 

This engagement will include a diagnostic assessment with AATF to determine the gaps 

and entry points in strengthening nutrition components. The partnership will work 

towards building and aligning the capacity of AATF staff in gender and nutrition while 

answering learning questions around both themes. 

 

“We are collaborating with IGNITE to identify models that can improve nutrition and 

women’s empowerment through our work. Gender integration is considered a cross 

cutting issue within AATF and is embedded in all its programmes aligned to the 

current AATF strategy,” said Grace Muinga, AATF Gender Focal Point. 

 

“Mainstreaming a gender perspective across AATF activities involves ensuring that 

gender dynamics consideration is central to all activities in technology identification, 

development, deployment and commercialization including resource allocation, 

planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of projects,” she added. 

 

The AATF’s Gender Strategy (2018 – 2022) goal is to ensure that projects, governance 

and the institutional framework are gender responsive at all stages of design, planning, 

implementation, monitoring and evaluation of agricultural technology research and 

development.  

 

According to Maureen Munjua, Country Representative, Tanager in Kenya , the 

partnership will support AATF to integrate nutrition-sensitive interventions in new and 

existing programmes and provide thought leadership in the design of new 

interventions that have potential to deliver on improved nutrition outcomes. In 



   
addition, through AATF’s work with multiple stakeholders, this partnership will 

demonstrate and influence a market system approach to integration of nutrition and 

mainstreaming of gender equality.  

 

“Considering the enormous role of women in the sector, African agriculture needs to 

ensure access to safe, affordable nutritious diets and improving women’s economic and 

social empowerment. IGNITE will continue to partner with AATF in strengthening 

gender mainstreaming from an institutional perspective” said Maureen. 

 

AATF considers gender as being about men and women and recognizing the 

heterogeneity between them. It acknowledges the difference in race, culture, religion, 

age, sex, marital status, physical ability and others with men and women. AATF is 

committed to foster gender responsive agricultural technology development and 

commercialization in SSA. 
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About AATF (www.aatf-africa.org)  

Founded in 2003 to address Africa’s food security prospects through agricultural 

technology, AATF believes that the agricultural sector is a key foundational pillar as 

Africa consolidates its economic growth and carves out its new position as a major global 

economic powerhouse and the next growth market in the world. It was formed in 

response to the need for an effective mechanism that would facilitate and support 

negotiation for technology access and delivery and formation of appropriate partnerships 

to manage the development & deployment of innovative technologies for use by 

smallholder farmers in SSA 

About Tanager 

Tanager, an ACDI/VOCA affiliate, is an international non-profit organization that brings 

people together at the table, on the ground, and across supply chain to co-create economic 

and social opportunities that change lives. Established in 1993, Tanager works with the 

ACDI/VOCA family of companies to make agriculture work better for people. Tanager 

leads the Impacting Gender and Nutrition through Innovative Technical Exchange for 

Agriculture (IGNITE) mechanism in partnership with Laterite and 60 Decibels to support 



   
African institutions integrate gender and nutrition into their agriculture interventions 

and way of doing business. IGNITE targets to work with private sector, Governments 

and NGOs’ in 4 target countries namely Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Tanzania. 

For more information contact:  

Nancy Muchiri, Communications and Partnerships Unit, AATF; n.muchiri@aatf-
africa.org +254 20 4223700 


