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The problem

Striga (witchweed), a parasitic weed, is a serious constraint in the production of
maize, sorghum and millet in Sub-Saharan Africa. The weed infests an estimated
20-40 million hectares of smallholder farmland in Sub-Saharan Africa and causes
average yield losses ranging from 20-80% and up to 100% in severe infestation.
Before emerging from the soil, it produces phototoxins which are harmful to maize,

“Striga has a beautiful flower,
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Project goal

To reduce the impact of Striga on maize production in Sub-Saharan Africa.

The solution AATF's role

Seed of herbicide-resistant maize coated with a herbicide for control of Striga.

To facilitate partnerships that will ensure the IR maize technology reaches
smallholder maize producers.

Thetechnology uses:

IR maize: A natural, imidazolinone herbicide-

resistant maize genotype. \ i, ““J HOW the pal'tl‘lel'ship works

Imazapyr: A systemic imidazolinone

herbicide, kills any Striga weeds that attach
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for the control of Striga. The dose of herbicide
used, 30g imazapyr per hectare, is 20 times - 5
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Benefits

IR maize is an effective technology that is compatible with
traditional farming systems.
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