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New maize
type coming

KAMPALA

Uganda has been chosen
among the four countries
to develop a drought-
resistant maize variety
for Africa. The five-year
Water Efficient Maize for
Africa project is a public-
private partnership head-
ed by African Agricultural
Technology Foundation in
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania
and South Africa.
Addressing a press con-
ference yesterday in
Kampala, the founda-
tion’s executive director,
Dr. Mpoko Bokanga, said
the project was in
response to a growing call
by African leaders and
scientists to address the
devastating effects of
drought on small-scale

| farmers and their fami-
lies. “Frequent droughts
lead to crop failure,
hunger and poverty,”
Bokanga noted. The Bill
and Melinda Gates and
the Howard Buffet foun-
dations donated $47m
(sh80 billion) for the
maize project that com-
mences this year.




