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EAST AFRICA like much of
sub-Saharan Africaisendowed
with exceptionally rich soils
and a climatic mix unmatched
anywhere in its power to nour-
ish organic agriculture.
Thatunusual blessing though
has also long fuelled one of the
greatest world paradoxes: de-
spite the potential for bounti-
ful crop farming, the region
is in fact more known for re-
curring acute food shortages
(some verging on famine) and
international appeals for relief
than perhaps anything else.

And now, a coalition of in-

ternational organisations is
trying to tackle the problem
at the heart of this contradic-
tion: frequent droughts. Be-
cause of dry spells becoming
more elongated and pervasive
and more areas becoming wa-
ter-stressed, crops are getting
parched with communities
losing entire seasons’ worth of
harvests.

An NGO, African Agriculture
TechnologyFoundation, AATF,
collaborating with two Ameri-

and International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Centre
have started an experimental
project that will aim at devel-
oping drought-resistant corn,
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Drought resistant corn in the offing

a staple in the region. Once
developed and propagated in

the four coun-
tries where the
project is to be
implemented
(Uganda, Ken-
ya, Tanzania
and South Af-
rica), according
to the estimates
bythese institu-
tions, this crop
is expected to
improve the re-
gion's food yield

by two tonnes and to feed an
extra 15-21 million people.

Following a press

Dmuqllt isa
source of food

the partnership will spend
the next five years trying to

use drought-tolerant
technologies to iden-
tify local corn varie-
ties that survive more
indry conditions than
others. A $47 mil-
lion donation from

insecurity for many people
in Uganda,” said the National
Agricultural Research Organi-
sation, NARO's Director Gen-
eral, Dr. Denis Kyetere, Much
of the corn farming in Uganda
as it is elsewhere in the region
is still rain-fed, particularly
among smallholder farmers

in Kampala on March 19th,
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