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Fighting Striga with ‘Ua K

it destroys their cere: oS, particu-
larly maize. Striga has invaded approximately
200,000 hectares of Kenyvan cropland resulting
in losses of about ShB00 million each vear, It
is also the major contributor of food insecurity
among Lthouzands of households in west Kenya
as it causes massive yvield losses of their major
staple food.

A new maize technology that kills the parasit-
i weed striga is being tested in farmers’ felds
of Myanza and Western Provinces,  Farmers
in this Striga-infested region recenily received
i kits of herbicide-treated hybeid maize
secd known as Ua Kayongo (striga killer).

The hybrid seed was produced through the
Joint elorts of | L supplicr of agro
chemicals, the International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Center (CIMMYT), the African
Agricultural Technology Foundation {AATF)
and Jocal seed companies - Kenya Seed and
Western Seed.

The test kits containing 1 kg of IR maize
seed, 1 ke of Diammonium Phosphate (DAF),

lhp I'rm and 1 kg of Caleium Ammaniunm

Mitrate (CAN) fertilizers were distributed to

approximately 1400 farmers by Kenya Agri-

cultural Researeh Institute, (KARID), local seed
companies and several Non-Governmental

Organizations that are committed to help-

g farmers control striga, or kayongo as it is

brest known by farmers, The new approach to

avercome striga involves treating a new maize
hybrid, Ua Kayongo, with small amounts of
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later incorporated into Kenvan maize variet-
ies by African plant breeders al CIMMYT and
KARL The herbicide has now been regis
tered for use in Kenya and commercial seed
companies are multiplying the hybrid seed
for commercialisation during the short rains
2006-2006,

Preliminary resulls suggest thal thal every
two-kilogram package of Ua Kayongo seed
planted in striga infosted soils will increase
crop yields up te 80 kg compared to the cur-
rently available maize varieties. Research
findings by KARI indicate that not only are
miaize yields improved through this technol-
afy, bul the population of striga seeds remain-
ing i the soil is greatly redoced

The African Agricultural Technology Founda
tan (ANTE) was recently estaldished 1o Tacili-
fabe aecess by Alvican farmers Lo appropeiate
fechnologies for the inprovement of agricul-
tural productivity, One of entilied priori-
ties s Lhe introduetion of 1 maize teehnology
to the Tarming communities of west Kenya
and ather parts of sub-Saharan Africa that are
affected by striga.

ANTF is a not-for-profit Foundation pro-
motes public-private partnerships for the
transfer, development, production and distri-
bution of proprictary agricultural technaolo-
gies that would otherwise not be accessible to
smallholder farmers of 88A especially due to
intellectual property rights.

It also facilitates institutional coalitions
throughout the agricultural value ehain to
ensure the right technologies are delivered 1o
farmers.

The process of lechnology development,
government approval and marketing reguire
many years wl often the final products re
i ing bles to Lhe intended benelciaries
due to various constraints such ag intellectual
praperty rights.

Through negotintions with the owners of use
ful new technologies, t
mental regulatory ager

Striga-infested farm maize

the delivery of needed Lechnologies to poor
farmers, while at the same Llime ensuring Lhat
the concerns of those developing new technol-
ofies and the beneficiarics are addressed.
AATF's aclivities include the control of
parasitic weeds and insect pests in staple food
crops sinch as maize and cowpea, enhanei Aing
the nutritional guality of cereals, IIII[IrthILg
the prodoctivity of banana, plantain and cas-

savi, control of mycotoxins in food graing, alle-

vinting drought in cereals, building sustainable
sead syatems and the control of locusts and
hoppers in Alrica,

These problems cover a wide geographic
vand the technologies required inelode
waracal and Biological solutions,

ayongo’ hybrid maize

partnerships between researchers, privals in-
dustry, government officials and riral develop-
ment specialists inoa manner that improves the
lives of African small-scale farmers.

The partnership formed 1o Gghl striga in
Kenya using 1-R maize technology serves as
an example of how suecessful the partnership
approach can be.

BASF has provided Strigaway free-of-charge
to crop breaders and seed companies who
then produced, treated and packaged seeds
Tor widespread field testing by grassroots
Tarmer growps coordinaled by nalional NGOs
and KARI

These field 1ests are backstopped by 12 Ua
Kayongo demonstration sites and 120 farmaer-

i i currently organizing
1 b conducted indune
i Ting workshop incdaly a
the Nirl;;.l infested areas of Western Ken
will introduee agricultural seientists and rural
planners from Kenya and elsewhere in Africa
to the LI maize technology,

For the first time, Kenyan farmers will have ¢
key tool required to Bght striga in their fields.

Far mare information on the partnership to
fight striga, please contact:

W African Agriculbural Technology Founda-
Lion

PO, Box 30708, Nairebi 00100, Kenya.

Ermail; aatf-information@egiar.org

W The International Maize and Wheat -
provement. Cender

PO, Box 2617 L-00603, Nairobi, Kenya

Eimadl : clmmyt-kenya@egior org

W [ascol Ll

0. Box . Nairabi, Kenya
nilidnseot e, mpkrnu\ 1.80m

B SAURED-Africa

PO, Box 79, TheWillage Market, Nairobi
Kenya

Email: sacred@africaonline co. ke




