IR-MAIZE: A HIGH IMPACT

TECHNOLOGY FOR STRIGA CONTROL

THE PROBLEM 1

Striga (witchweed ) devastates millions of
hectares of cereal crops in Africa each year

“Striga has a beautiful
flower, but you can’t
admire that beauty on

an empty stomach.”

Jennifer Chumo, Senior Maize
Breeder, Kenya Seed Company

Str iga Striga  Maize

e |Is a parasitic plant that attaches to the roots of cereal
host plants like maize and sorghum, siphoning water
and nutrients

* Damages plants by releasing phytotoxins, which attack
the plant even before the weed emerges from the soil

* Is very prolific; each plant produces 50,000 - 200,000
seeds, causing huge increases in the Striga seed bank
each year

* Seeds are viable for up to 20 years therefore along-lived
weed Infests 2040 million ha in sub-Saharan Africa

e Causes maize yield losses of upwards of US$1 billion
annually. Directly affects the welfare and livelihood of
more than 100 million people in the region Infestation is
associated with cereal monocropping and soil fertility
decline
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